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WindTracer detects wind hazards such as windshear, 
microbursts, gust fronts, turbulence, crosswinds, and wake 
vortices that can compromise the safety of an aircraft. 
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Gasque believes that one of the major social benefits 
of the new PLSLS technology is verification of insurance 
claims. “Each year, claims due to lightning strikes con- 
tinue to climb. Where insurance companies once would 
simply pay a claim, today they tend to verify the loss first, 
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Partnership 

Kennedy’s Technology Transfer Office partnered 
with the Research Triangle Institute and the Southeast 
Regional Technology Transfer Center at the University 
of Florida to market the patented SWR technology. The 
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Face International Corporation has a manufacturing plant in 
Kaohsiung, Taiwan, where it mass produces the Thunder and 
Lightning piezoelectric components. 
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NASA, the Fisherman’s Friend 
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Dr. Anthony Pometto, director of the NASA FTCSC, 
and Vicki Kloeris, manager of Space Shuttle and ISS food 
systems at Johnson, wondered whether PRO-SAN could 
improve current food-sanitizing measures in space, so 
they commissioned Dr. Aubrey Mendonca, an FTCSC 
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task that is often misunderstood, even by experts, accord- 
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The Space Laser Business Model 
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International Space Station: Sustaining a Human 
Presence in Space 

While awaiting Discovery’s arrival, Expedition 1 1 
NASA Science Officer John Phillips and Commander 
Sergei Krikalev conducted the first of their three renal 
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capable of properly channeling superheated plasma with- 
out nozzle deterioration, causing the plasma to reach very 
high velocities. 

Such component technology could support 
development of next-generation, plasma-propelled 
spacecraft capable of safely and quickly carrying robotic 
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providing astronauts with constant solar power — not 
far from crater valleys below, rich in ice and ready to 
be mined. 
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and their evolution, bringing the lessons of our study of 
Earth to the exploration of the solar system and assuring 
the discoveries made here will enhance our work there. 
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An artist’s rendering of the Swift spacecraft with a gamma-ray 
burst in the background. 
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The Emerald Ash Borer is an exotic beetle that was 
discovered in southeastern Michigan near Detroit in the 
summer of 2002. Since its discovery, the invasive species 
has killed at least 8 to 10 million ash trees in Michigan, Ohio, 
and Indiana. 
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